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The Purpose of the Catholic Movement 


IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


In the short time which has elapsed since the General Convention enacted 
the open-pulpit canon, we have had abundant illustration of the legal possibili- 
ties of that canon, and of the significance of its underlying principles. Repre- 
sentatives of the chief Protestant bodies, including the Unitarians, have been 
admitted to pulpits of the Episcopal Church, and authorized to teach and 
instruct the people. ‘lo no man possessed of ordinary common sense, and not 
closing his eyes to patent facts, can there any longer be the shadow of a doubt 
as to the meaning of this epoch-making canon, or as to the probability of the 
fullest possible use being made of it. 


THE FUTURE ATTITUDE OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


What, it is now being asked, is to be the future attitude of the Episcopal 
Church under the operations of this very wide and far-reaching canon? ‘The 
provision for the open pulpit was enacted ostensibly in the interests of Church 
unity. ‘The suggestion seems to have originated with the Presbyterians,’ who 
had demanded it of the Episcopal Church as a sine qua non prior to their 
entering upon any formal negotiations looking toward union. ‘The Episcopal 
Church has now obediently opened her pulpits at their bidding. One of. the 
lines of apology by which it is being sought to reconcile Episcopalians to the 
open pulpit is the consideration that after the non-Episcopalian ministers have 
been invited with sufficient frequency into Episcopal pulpits, they will be so 
flattered, and will become so enamored of the ways of the Episcopal Church 
that they will desire to receive the laying-on of her hands and to abide in her 
tents forever. But these ministers are not fools. It is very likely that having 
secured the concession of the open pulpit, they will demand still further con- 
cessions from the Episcopal Church before they cast in their lot with her. 
Since she allows them to teach from her pulpits without ordination, and to 
receive the sacrament without submitting to confirmation, may she not in 
time be indticed to allow them to stand at her altars without their being 
subjected to the laying-on of her hands? Moreover, there are many things yet 
remaining in the Episcopal Church which are rather obsolete, judged from a 
modern Protestant standpoint. Ought she not to be willing to lay aside all 
these features if she is really in earnest about Christian unity? Bishop Doane 
foresees the possibility of such demands being made, and, adopting the words 
of Bishop Brent, has hastened to hold out to the Protestant world the assur- 
ance that the Episcopal Church is only at the beginning of the work of adapting 


1 See the Journal of the Convention of 1895, pp. 598, 607, 609, 610. 


herself to the Protestant bodies about her, and that she is prepared to make 
other and greater concessions for the sake of winning the fellowship of the 
Protestant Churches: “My hope is that the development of this temper will 
lead us by degrees to natural fellowship, culminating first in Federal, and then, 
as ‘State rights’ gradually fade, into organic union. Christianity is still very 
young, the youngest but one of all the great religions, and I am looking 
centuries ahead of to-day. [ven if we were more sure than the surest of us 
can be of our denominational contentions, we could not make them a just ground 
for separation. Indeed, the more certain we are of our position, the more 
readily can we afford to occupy every inch of common standing ground in 
sight. ‘This is not lapsing into Protestantisth, but rising to the full stature of 
Catholicity. /f we have the truth, it will abide secure and win the day; if not, 
happy shall we be to lose that which appears to be what it is not.’? . These 
words would certainly be endorsed by very many of the other bishops. And 
it was doubtlessly this attitude of mind in the bishops which made possible 
the enactment of the open-pulpit canon, without so much as one bishop casting 
a vote against it. : 

In such an utterance one catches no note of the certitude of divine faith, 
or of any conviction as to the existence of a definite body of revealed truth. 
What to-day appears to these bishops as plausible, they may to-morrow discover 
to be but a prejudice which they will lightly discard at the bidding of the 
popular voice. What a prospect of future doctrinal modification is thus 
opened up for Episcopalians! Have we any assurance that there will be in 
time any one principle of divine revelation which the Episcopal Church will 
regard ‘as certain and unchangeable, and an indispensable condition of admission 
to her pulpits and altars? 

The same attitude of mind found expression in the endorsement of the 
declaration of the Shanghai Conference. Here was a meeting of Protestant 
missionaries of every name which was held in China. Some sort of a ‘Chinese 
Church” was formed, and the missionaries agreed in declaring that they were 
one body, although they did “not adopt any,creed as the basis of Church 
unity.” This declaration the two Houses of General Convention, sitting in joint 
session, by a resolution recognized “with gratitude to God, and with cordial 
acknowledgment of its truly Catholic spirit.” No one bishop dissented from 
this resolution. In this endorsement of the declaration of the Shanghai Con- 
ference we have a very plain intimation as to how far the Episcopal Church 
is prepared to go in making concessions in order to be at one with those to 
whom she has opened her pulpits. It is unquestionably true that she “has taken 
a stand plain and unmistakable on the question of the reunion of Christendom.’ 
By the proposed preamble, by the endorsement of the declaration of the 
Shanghai Conference, and by the open-pulpit ‘canon, the Episcopal Church 
has turned away her face from the Churches of the Apostolic Succession to 
the Churches of modern Protestant thought, and with them she will walk from 
henceforth hand in hand. 


2 The Churchman, Nov. 30, 1907. 
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THE EFFECT UPON THE CATHOLIC MOVEMENT 


Considering the fraternal drawing of the Episcopal Church toward 
Protestantism, and considering the forming influence which the practices under ° 
the open-pulpit canon will be constantly exercising upon the general mind of 
Episcopalians, what is to be the futute of the Tractarian or High Church 
Movement? ‘That movement was only made possible because of the assump- 
tion that the Church of England claimed to be, through the possession of 
Apostolic Succession, not only the administrator of Sacraments, but also the 
divinely-appointed guardian and teacher of the faith for the English-speaking 
people. ‘This assumption was the mainspring of the whole Movement and its 
sustaining life. But now, how is it possible for any man to go on assuming 
that the Episcopal Church makes any such exclusive claim? It is useless for 
us to close our eyes to facts. ‘The open-pulpit canon is the clear and unmis- 
takable answer of the Episcopal Church to the Catholic Movement. And it 
is an answer given in the most effective way possible, for it is a piece of 
enabling legislation which authorizes a practice which is the most complete 
rejection of all the theories of High Churchmen and of the root principle of 
Catholicism that could well be conceived. Heretofore the legislation directed 
against the Catholic party, as, for example, the Ritual Canon of 1874, has been 
negative. It forbade this and that. The High Churchmen met this legislation 
by declaring that it was unconstitutional, and then paid no further heed to it, 
and so they succeeded in nullifying it. But the amendment to Canon 19 is of a 
totally different character. It lays no prohibition of any kind upon High 
Churchmen. It simply introduces a principle of death, by enabling those who 
are opposed to the Catholic Movement to ttse measures which are the complete 
stultification of that Movement, and which in the end must result in blighting 
and rooting it up altogether, and in rendering the soil of the E piscopal Church 
forever incapable of giving nurture to any such Movement in the future. High 
Churchmen may cry out that the canon is unconstitutional ; they may try to 
minimize it and explain it away, but they cannot lift a finger to restrain its 
destructive operations. And, say what they will, they cannot hide its signifi- 
cance from the world. 


THE POSITION OF HIGH CHURCHMEN. 


‘To the doctrine and discipline of this open-pulpit canon every clergyman 
is committed by virtue of his promise of conformity to the doctrine and disci- 
pline of the Episcopal Church. This is the inconsistent and humiliating position 
in which every High Churchman who holds the Catholic doctrine of holy order 
finds himself at the present moment, and as long as he accepts that position he 
is committed to its principles. It avails nothing as a refuge to say that the 
canon is unconstitutional. So was the Arian heresy, so has been every heresy 
which has risen up in the Church; they were all contrary to the constitution of 
divine revelation. But that fact did not excuse the episcopal enactors of un- 
orthodox formule from the charge of heresy, nor did it excuse those who 
remained in communion with them from being partakers in their evil deeds. 
The grave significance of this canon cannot be hidden. It makes possible 
the admission of heretics, even Arians, into the pulpits of churches dedicated to 
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the worship of Jesus as God. And that legal possibility has been realized, and 
deniers of the divinity of our adorable Redeemer have been allowed to teach 
in Episcopal Churches. In such a state of affairs, what is the duty of the High 
Church clergyman who desires to be honest in observing the engagements made 
by him as conditions of his ministering in the Episcopal Church, and at the 
same time to be loyal to his Lord and Master? He has but one course before 
him as an honest and a believing man.. ‘That is, to withdraw from the com- 
munion of the bishops, who by their active votes or by their silent acquiescence 
were responsible for the enactment of the open-pulpit canon. 


THE QUESTION BEFORE CANDIDATES FOR ORDERS. 

How grave is the question which this open-pulpit cangn presents to the 
Candidate for Orders who is looking forward to his ordination as admitting 
him to the exercise of the Catholic priesthood. Surely as he considers the 
significance of this enactment, he will be constrained to pause and ask himself 
the question, “Shall I do wisely in allowing myself to receive the Orders of 
the Episcopal Church? I want to be in very truth a Catholic Priest in authority 
to teach as well as in power to administer sacraments. But I am now being 
told that the prophetical or teaching office is not conferred by ordination, and 
that the non-Episcopal minister may be as much a minister of the Word as 
the one episcopally ordained. If I now enter the ministry of the Episcopal 
Chureh I shall by my promise of conformity be committed to the doctrinal 
principle implied in this canon 19—a principle, which, judged by Catholic 
theology, | know to be absolutely false. Do I want to place myself in such an 
ambiguous position where | shall be holding, one theory of the Church and 
ministry, while the Church I represent is acting upon a totally different theory.? 
More than that, can I with a good conscience place myself in such a false posi- 
tion? Does not loyalty to revealed truth forbid my going on?” Questions like 
these must present themselves to every thoughtful and conscientious ordinand. 
And already these questions are being answered in several instances by the 
Candidate refusing to proceed further towards ordination. 


HE EFFECT UPON THE RELIGIOUS LIFE. 

With the drying up of the supply of High Church Candidates for the 
ministry must come the gradual extinction or radical transformation of the 
churches which at present teach more or less of the Catholic system. But 
more serious than this will be the effect upon those communities of women who 
observe the Religious Life in the Episcopal Church. “They are necessarily 
dependent for their existence upon the guidance of the clergy who are in intelli- 
gent sympathy with the Religious Life, and the number of such Episcopal 
clergymen has always been very small. And when it comes to pass that there 
is an entire absence of such guidance and oversight, these communities will 
soon lose everything of a distinctively Religious character, and settle down 
into little families of ladies living together for philanthropic purposes. So will 
evaporate what has been the spiritual salt which has preserved the principle 
of supernaturalism in the Episcopal Church. And a so-called Religious com- 
munity, which has nothing left but a picturesque habit and external activities, 
will not long cumber the ground. 


It is impossible to imagine that any intelligent woman, who tnderstands 
the bearing of present conditions in the Episcopal Church, will for a moment 
think of committing her future to any of its Religious societies. And grave 
indeed is the responsibility of the Bishop, Chaplain or Superior who allows 
any woman in her simplicity and ignorance to bind herself by vows toa system 
of life which the Episcopal Churcli has never recognized, for the continued 
existence of which she has never cared, and which is now doomed within her 
borders. 

THE QUESTION BEFORE THE LAITY. 

What possible hope can there be of ahy further growth of the Catholic 
Movement among the laity? Where will be found the layman of any intelli- 
gence who is going to accept the principles of the Movement when his common 
sense will show him that those principles have not behind them the authority 
of the Episcopal Church? Just as soon as the significance of canon 19 is fully 
understood by people, the position of those who teach that the Church is the 
possessor of a divine deposit of truth, that by ordination the clergy are made 
Ministers of the Word and the sole dispensers of God's truth, will be thor- 
aughly discredited, and it will become impossible to induce any sane man to 
attach himself to the Episcopal Church on the supposition that she stands for 
any such doctrines. 

And what possible outlook can there be for the spiritual life of the layman 
who has learned more or less of the devotional life of the Catholic religion ? 
There are only a few churches here and there where he has now the oppor- 
tunities of putting in practice the religion which he has learned. But the 
number of these churches from now on avill be steadily decreasing, simply from 
lack of clergy with the knowledge and zeal necessary to carry them on. “And 
if the High Church layman has children, whom he desires reared in the 
observances of the Catholic religion, will he care to leave them in the keeping 
of the Episcopal Church now that she has opened her pulpits to every species 
of religious teacher? What assurance can he have as to the character of the 
preacher who may be set in the pulpit to instruct his children? ‘They may be 
delivered over to the exhortations of a preacher who scoffs at all sacramental 
doctrine, or who may even deny that holy Name by which we are called. ‘The 
result will be, that the Catholic teaching in which the parent has trained his 
children will be neutralized, and in time altogether effaced from their minds. 
And the parent will have the grief of seeing his children living in disregard 
of these principles and practices which might have been the safeguards of 
their souls. Can any devout father or mother, who believes that a steadfast 
faith in the doctrines of divine revelation is necessary to salvation, contemplate 
the possibilities of the open-pulpit for his or her children. without the most 
serious concern ? 


THE OPEN PULPIT AN EXPRESSION OF THE REAL, MIND OF 
: THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


He is a foolish man who closes his eyes to facts, however disagreeable 
and painful they may be. The enactment of the open-pulpit canon, which was 
the work of the House of Bishops, was the death knell of the Catholic Move- 
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ment. The signs of the ultimate cessation of the Movement are written large 
on every hand, and may be read by all who are willing to open their eyes. No 
one appreciates this more than those whose farseeing statesmanship secured the 
passage of the canon. Soon after the adjournment of the General Convention 
the influential laity of more than one High Church parish gave their rectors 
to understand that the Catholic Movement had had its day and that reforma- 
tion must now begin. It is a reformation that will not rest satisfied with the 
doffng of a biretta. It will insist upon going down to the skirts of the 
clothing. It will tune the pulpit, and hush therein the call to penance and the 
claims of sacerdotal authority. In due time, however slowly, it will eliminate 
everything which may offend the susceptibilities of Protestants, for whose 
companionship the Episcopal Church is so earnestly stretching out her arms. 

‘This’ disposition to turn to the Protestant bodies, and to make common 
cause with them, is not confined to the Episcopal Church in this country. 
‘Throughout the world, wherever Anglicanism is found, the same tendency is 
manifesting itself. In England, in Canada, in Australia, as well as in the 
United States, it is toward the Churches of the Reformation that the Episcopal 
Church is everywhere turning her face. At first it seemed that this was the 
result of the ascendency of a new and foreign principle within Anglicanism ; 
that Broad Churchism had simply by the force of worldly influence captured 
the Episcopal Church and was committing her to a line of action contrary to 
her essential life. A careful reading of history, and the consideration of the 
whole phenomenon of the Anglican communion will convince the thoughtful 
student that this is not so. ‘The Episcopal Church in moving towards the 
other Protestant Churches is but instinctively surrendering herself to the logical 
current of her own real life. That life has long been pent up behind the dykes 
of High Church theories. But these theories are giving way one by one before 
the pressure of an energy impatient to be free. And before very long Angli- 
canism will be rushing onward to the end to which its origin predestinated it, 
and from which no power can any longer hold it back. 


THE. REAL ‘PURPOSE OF THE CATHOLIC MOVEMENT. 


Has then the Catholic movement been without a purpose? Have all the 
prayers, and tears, and sacrifices been in vain, and as water poured upon the 
earth? Most certainly not. Nothing which is done in God’s name and for the 
advancement of His glory can ever be in vain. It all contributes to the working 
out of the final purpose of the divine will. But that purpose may be misunder- 
stood or be entirely hidden from our eyes. Ofttimes we work on in the dark- 
ness, with no glimpse of the ultimate object which God has in view in making 
use of our efforts: So it was in the case of the Apostles. ‘They accepted the 
heavenly calling and surrendered their all at the bidding of Christ. But they 
conceived that the end for which, with their divine Master, they were laboring 
was that the kingdom might again be restored to Israel. Such, however, was 
not the purpose of Him whom they served. His aim was to merge Israel into 
the world-wide kingdom of the Catholic Church. Israel’s glory was never to 
be restored. Israel itself was to be lost in an empire wherein nationality would 
count for nothing. How overwhelming was the disappointment of the disciples 
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when the crisis of Maundy Thursday and Good Friday made it clear to them 
that the hope which they had cherished would never be realized. It looked as 
if the movement which Christ had inaugurated had ignominiously failed. 
Failed indeed had all the dreams of racial pride and exclusiveness. 3ut the 
purpose of God, which was that He might gather together into one the nations 
that were scattered abroad, had not failed. Through the grave of earthly sor- 
row and disappointment those who were redeemed from rejected Israel passed. 
into the new kingdom of the Catholic Church, where there is neither Jew, nor 
Greek, nor any other nation. 


How like all this is the Catholic movement in the Church of England. 
Those who have been identified with it have dreamed that it would result in a 
restitution of the ancient glory and beauty which was the Church of England's 
before she fell away from the faith which once was hers. In times of apparent 
success and of temporary quiescence of the Protestant spirit we thought that 
our expectations would be realized, and that the Episcopal Church would accept 
the whole cycle of Catholic faith and practice. Again and again we seemed 
on the eve of triumph, and, like the disciples of old, we asked: “Lord, wilt Thou 
not at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” Again and again God 
tried to show us that such was not His purpose. ‘The gift of permanency has 
never been bestowed upon any work of the Catholic party in the Episcopal 
Church. ‘The land is dotted over with churches and institutions for which High 
Churchmen have toiled with an unsurpassed heroism, and for which they have 
even laid down their lives. But when these men were gone their work was 
brought to an end, the souls they had gathered together scattered and left with- 
out a shepherd, and the material fabric which they had so laboriously reared 
was turned over into the hands of those who cared nothing for the principles 
which the buildings had been designed to perpetuate. ‘The same fate awaits 
every parish and institution which still remains in the hands of the Catholic 
party. They are all built on sand; not one of them has in it the pledge of con- 
tinuance. And no one understands this better than those who at present are 
vainly trying to maintain in them the semblance of life, while all the time they 
know in their hearts that it is only a question of time when they must hand 
over their works to the authorities of the Episcopal Church. And that means 
that the principles and practices of the Catholic party will be brought to‘an 
end, and the labors of years given to the winds. So by manifold disappoint- 
ments and defeats God has tried, and is still trying, to make High Churchmen 
hear Fis voice saying to them: ‘This is not your rest,” and to lift up their 
eyes to the vision of that kingdom whose bounds are the uttermost parts of the 
earth. At length God’s grace has demonstrated to those who have eyes to sec 
that it was never the purpose of God to make the Episcopal Church as a body 
what we would fain have had her to be. It is clear now that the Catholic move- 
ment was not for the rehabilitation of the Church of England, but was the 
breath of the Spirit of God breathing upon individual Anglicans and carrying 
them onward, little by little, to the time when they should be ready to be gath- 
ered into the kingdom of the Catholic Church. 

And now that divine breath has brought those who have been yielding them- 
selves to its influence so far that they are standing before the City of God. At 


the gate of this City stands Peter, living on still in his Successor, to whom the 
Lord gave the charge, “Feed my lambs,” “Feed my sheep.” And through him the 
Good Shepherd speaks in the accents of divine compassion, “Come unto me all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden,” “Come for all things are now ready.” 
Multitudes are hearing the voice of Jesus. Multitudes are in the valley of de- 
cision, And in every land many are the souls who, obedient to the heavenly 
calling, are braving the world’s scorn and penitently passing into the one fold 
of the holy Roman Church, and therein are finding the certitude, the peace and 
the joy which they sought for in vain outside the City of God. 

But great is the distress of others whom God's grace has brought so near 
the door of the sheepfold, who are hearing the voice of the Good Shepherd, 
who are feeling the drawings of His grace. Submission to Rome is not what 
they had conceived to be the purpose of the Catholic movement. Like the 
disciples of old, they have had dreams of their own as to what should be the 
ultimate outcome of the working of God’s grace in the Episcopal Church, and 
those dreams they are loath to give up. ‘The Spirit of God is constraining 
them with the bands of love to enter the City, and yet they stand. still and will! 
not goin. ‘The thought of giving up their preconceived notions, of laying down 
their wills, of taking the lowest place, of sacrificing friends or worldly gain holds 
them back from obediently submitting to him to whom the Lord has given the 
keys of His kingdom. Some of them would fain parley with Peter, and are 
asking for this or that concession, and that their pride may be respected in this 
or that particular, so that their heads may not be bowed too low as they pass 
through the gate of the City. But to all such there comes the voice of stern 
warning, “Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall 
not enter into it.” 


No doubt there were those who had long followed our Lord, but who, 
rather than accept the revelation of Good Friday and be identified with the 
reproach of Christ, went back and identified themselves with apostate Israel, 
and so forfeited the place in the Catholic Church which might have been theirs. 
So now there are men and women whom God's grace has brought to see the 
emptiness of Protestantism, that Anglicanism is but a house built upon sand, 
and that the one Church of the living God is the Catholic and Roman Church, 
and yet who, rather than pass under the discipline of the cross, are turning back 
from the open door which the love of God has set before them. With mani- 
fold excuses they are striving to salve their wounded consciences; but they are 
excuses which bring them no peace now, and which they know in their hearts 
will not stand the test of the eternal judgment. 

May the divine Spirit open the eyes of all Anglicans to see the real pur- 
pose of the Catholic movement. And may those whom God in His mercy and 
goodness is now leading to the door of the one sheepfold have the fortitude 
to enter therein, so that they may not be of the children who draw back to 
eternal loss, but of them that in the simplicity of faith’ believe to the saving of 
the soul. 


Io 


